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The killing of George Floyd is re-energizing the civil rights movement — 
drawing a new generation of activists into the streets. 
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People hold signs at arally at Mission High School before a protest march commemorating George Floyd and those killed by police on Wednesday, June 3, 2020. 


By Nuala Bishari 


The largest Black Lives Matter protest 

in San Francisco's history took place 
Wednesday afternoon, with estimates of 
up to 10,000 peoplein attendance. The 
Mission neighborhood's streets werejam- 
packed with crowds of people holdingsigns, 
as the city’s residents rallied against the 
ongoing violence Black people experience at 
the hands of police. 

Therecent police killings of George 
Floydin Minneapolis, Minnesota, and 
Brianna Taylor in Louisville, Kentucky 
—andthevigilante murder of Ahmed 
Aubreyin Brunswick, Georgia— have 
turned out hundreds of thousands 
of protesters nationwide, andeven 
inspired demonstrations overseas. Local 
governments have responded by sending 
armored police and instituting curfews, 
and Vallejo even requested assistance from 
the National Guard to help protect private 
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property from vandalism and looting. 

In San Francisco, the Mission District 
haslongbeen the epicenter of the city’s 
socialjustice protests. In decades past, it 
was ground zero foractions led by labor 
leaders Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta. 
Morerecently, it’s been the hub of protests 
against police violence. In 2014, after 
police killed Alex Nieto, Mario Woods, and 
Amilcar Perez Lopez, five Latinx and Black 
protesters calling themselves the “Frisco 
5” went ona hunger strike outside Mission 
Police Station, eventually leading tothe 


resignation of then-Police Chief Greg Suhr. 


But on Wednesday, the lead organizers 
of the protest were not community elders 
orlongtime activists. Instead, itwasa 
handful of Black students from Mission 
High School, who over the past several 
days managed to pull together the best- 
organized protest the city’s seen all week. 
Street medicine teams were everywhere, 
cases of water were dropped on every 
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corner, andthe march— which was 
originally slated to endat 6 p.m. at Mission 
Police Station — redirecteditself toward the 
Hall of Justice at 850 Bryant St, in asly, last- 
minute “screwyou’ to cops. 

The execution of the protest was 
secondary to the voices of the people leading 
it. Simone Jacques, a Black Latina student 
from Mission High, was the first to take the 
mic, stunning the crowdinto silenceas she 
spoke. 

“Tm Blackand Brown, I’m Afrochicana 
and proud,’ she began. “People keep asking 
whothe organizers are — we rejust youth 
who grewupin the city. Wejust love each 
otherand want to take care of eachother... 
Weare here to acknowledge the Black 
people whobuilt this country against their 
will, the Black women who birthed this 
country, the reparations we still have yet 
to take, andall the Brown andespecially 
Black bodies who have been murdered at 
the hands of police. Understand that weare 
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here to fight, and to dismantlethesystems 
that depend on our oppression.” 

The dualidentities and struggles of Black 
and Brown people was front and center 
—butayouth-led movement meant that 
communities often left out of traditional 
protests were acknowledged, again and 
again. Women — especially transgender 
women of color — were mentioned 
frequently by the teens on the stage. One 
Filipina girl acknowledged her passing 
privilege; she could easily be construedas 
white. People of color who have disabilities 
were given anod. And, of course, the 
Ohlone land the protest was beingheldon 
was acknowledged. The youth usheredin 
intersectionality effortlessly and garnered 
cheers from the thousands they spoke to. 

Forlongtime Mission organizer 
Roberto Hernandez, 63, Wednesday’s 
protest markeda turning pointinthe 
neighborhood's history. An activist from 
ayoungage, he began supporting Cesar 
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AY 
Young Organizers Draw Thousands To Mission 


Chavez's union efforts at 24. Intheyears 
since, he’s marched with Dolores Huerta, 
organized against police violence, and—by 
his own count —beenarrested by police 
113 for protesting. 

But today’s action gives him hope. “I 
could die today, Icoulddietomorrow,’ 
Hernandez told SF Weekly. “There’s a whole 
new generation of people of colorat work. 
Igrewup with the Black Panthers andthe 
Brown Berets. I’ve seen and experienced 
all of that. Forme to experience anew day 
like today... ’ve been waiting forit. Today 
isanew beginning. It’s bringing people 
together ona different level of togetherness 
andoneness.” 

The diversity of protesters who turned 
out affirmed that sense of solidarity. 
Brandon Yip, 22, heldasign saying “Asian 
Queers for Black Lives” ashe marcheddown 
16th Street towards the Hall of Justice. 

“Iwas raised herein San Francisco and 
went to Mission High,” he said. “That's 
where I learned was an intersectional 
being, and that my liberation asa queer, 
immigrant, first-generation college student 
isnot my own, butis tied intersectionally 
with people whoare being killedregularly 
by police. ’'m not here forme, ’mhere for 
them, because their liberation is alsomy 
liberation, it’s everyone's liberation.” 

Priscilla Ortiz, 25, who was raisedin the 
Mission District, helda bright pinksign 
outside the Mission Police Station that read 
“Latinas for Black Lives.” 

“Whether we like to admitit or not, 
Latina households can be hella anti-Black,” 
she said, when asked why she chose that 
wording for her sign. “Iwant to makea 
statement that that’s not me, that’s notus, 
that’s not the newer generation. We're here 
tosupport our community. It’s ata breaking 
point... Allofthese people keep dying for 
absolutely no reason. That’s why weall gotta 
beouthere.” 

Bythe time the8 p.m. curfewrolled 
around, thousands were still in the streets 
—but the protests were peaceful, and 
police seemed willing to avoid conflict. That 
peaceful form or protesting, Hernandez 
said, is part of the Mission's history, too. 
“Cesar Chavez and Martin Luther King 
taught us that,” he said. 


Nuala Bishari covers news for 
SF Weekly. 


yp @TheBestNuala 
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How To Be A Better Ally 





Fighting against racism takes more than performative Facebook posts — here are a few ways you can help the cause. 





Don't be complicit — take action! 


By Grace Z. Li 


Bynoon, posts with the hashtag 
#blackouttuesday outnumbered 
#blacklivesmatter. 

Originally started by Black music 
executives Jamila Thomas and Brianna 
Agyemang, Blackout Tuesday was meant to 
bea day forthe musicindustry to holditself 
accountable forits long history of profiting 
from the work of Blackartists even as major 
power-holders remain disproportionately 
White. 

But Blackout Tuesday quickly spiraled 
out of control, as thecreators’ intentions 
were subverted and their project morphed 
into something troubling to activists: Non- 
Black “allies” were flooding Instagrams with 
black squares. Sometimes they included 
links with helpful resources, like bail fund 
donation sites. Sometimes they addeda 
lone black heart emojiin the caption. Most 
concerning were the posts that tagged 
#blacklivesmatter, as this searchable 
hashtagis normally populated with useful 
information — petitions, protest updates 
and donation funds — for the movement. 
But oncecontextless black squaresjoined 
the mix, all of those resources were 
effectively buried (atleast temporarily). 

By12p.m.on June 2, #blackouttuesday 
had tallied nearly 22 million posts on 
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Instagram, while #blacklivesmatter, a social 
media resource years in the making, had 
16.2 million. People took to Twitter to voice 
their concerns over performative allyship. 
It’s easy fornon-Black people to posta black 
square, afew hashtags, andcallita day. 
Actually contributing tangibly to the cause 
takes more effort. 

Being an anti-racistis something that 
everyone, myselfincluded, needs to work 
hard to get better at. With that in mind, 
here area few ways youcan take your 
well-intentioned energy and funnelitinto 
positive action, year round: 


PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE YOUR MOUTH IS 


If you're financially able, please consider 
donating to bail funds. The Bay Area 
Anti-Repression Committee, the People’s 
Breakfast Oakland and the Silicon Valley 
Democratic Socialists of America are good 
places to start. The San Francisco chapter of 
the National Lawyers Guildis also providing 
legal support for protestors arrested while 
demonstrating for racial justice. 

There are also other Bay Area 
organizations to consider donating to: 


¢ The Ella Baker Center for Human Rights 


is responsible for creating the Bay Area 
Police Watch —an online database for 
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people to report police misconduct — 
and actively works to heal communities 
impacted by incarceration. 


¢ The East Oakland Collective brings 
foodand supplies to unhousedand other 
vulnerable populations. 


¢ Organized by transgender, gender variant 
andintersex leaders, the TGI Justice 
Project is dedicated to gender justice, prison 
abolition and supporting Blacktrans 
women. 


- The Community Ready Corps focuses 
onitsnine “components of self- 
determination” for disenfranchised 
communities, one of whichis community 


safety. 


¢ The Anti Police-Terror Projectis dedicated 
tocreatinga “replicable and sustainable 
modelto eradicate police terrorin 
communities of color.” 


- Planting Justice cares about food 
sovereignty andjustice for exploited food 
workers. The organization has planted over 
450 edible gardens around the Bay Area. 


¢ The Roots Community Health Center 
uses healthcare, housing and advocacy to 


meet theimpact of systemic inequalities like 
poverty. 


¢ Basedin the Tenderloin, Compton’s 
Transgender Cultural Districtis the world’s 
first legally-recognized transgender cultural 
district. Founded by three Black trans 
women in 2017, the district’s history goes 
back tothe 1920s. 


¢ Venmo Black Earth Farms, an East Bay 
farming collective that willbe donating 
food to Blackprotestors and organizersin 


Oakland. 


¢ SoOakland LLC’s GoFundMeis for Black- 
owned businesses that have been impacted 
during recent protests. 


SUPPORT BLACK-OWNED BUSINESSES 


Justin Phillips, afood writer for the San 
Francisco Chronicle, asked animportant 
question in his column on black culture 
last year: “Does San Francisco support 
black-owned restaurants?” After noticing 
a disturbing trend of black-owned 
restaurants closing before their prime, 
Phillips wondered about the root causes, 
one of whichis, of course, money. San 
Franciscans need to be active patrons of 
Black-owned restaurants if they want to see 
them stickaround. 

Another Chronicle food writer, Soleil 
Ho, has compileda searchable list of 
Black-owned restaurants and pop-ups 
in the BayArea. Checkout the list, andbe 
generous while tipping. Similar logic applies 
elsewhere too — takealookat the Bay Area 
Organization of Black-Owned Business’ 
directory thenext time you shop. 

Surviving the COVID-19 pandemicwill 
be tough forall, but ordering from Black- 
ownedrestaurants, pop-ups and businesses 
is one way to showtangible, financial 
supportin the Bay Area. 


CALL & EMAIL FOR JUSTICE 


Find your representative in California 
andcallto support Congresswomen Ayanna 
Pressley, Ilhan Omar, Barbara Lee, and 
Karen Bass’s resolution to condemn police 
brutality. The scriptis here. 

AnotherbilltotakenoteofistheCRISES 
Act. Ifpassed, the CRISES Act will direct 
funding towards community-based 
emergency responses.Asweknowfrom 
George Floyd's murderandnumerous 
incidents of policebrutality, callingthecopscan 
andwillendangerBlackpeople. TheCRISES 
Actwillbeapilotprogram that offers safer 
alternatives. Emailassemblymembers Lorena 
Gonzalez, Anthony Rendonand Phil Tingat 
thislinktoshowyoursupport. 

If you're angry about Floyd’s death, call 


oremail the Minneapolis mayor and district 
attorney. Black Lives Matterhascompileda 
resource for this here. 


ATTEND AMARCH 


Marches aren't for everyone, especially 
inapandemic. But forthose who feel 
comfortable going out need tobe prepared. 
Over the past week, multiple videos have 
surfaced showing police striking protestors 
and journalists (so much for free speech). 
Wearamask, carry cash, and bring water 
for tear gas and milk for pepper spray. Wired 
hasacomprehensive list of tips on howto 
protest safely anda guide on howto protect 
your privacy. 

Atip from ajournalist: Ifyoudon’twant 
your picture in the papers, try to stay away 
from the press, cover your face as best 
youcan and wear plain clothing without 
markings. Legal precedent allows news 
organizations to publish photos of people 
when theyare captured in public spaces. 

If you're struggling to findamarch 
near you, reach out to friends for help. 
Sometimes people post about protests on 
social media, sosomeone youknow— or 
someone they know— might have more 
information. Youcan also reach out to 
the Black Lives Matter Bay Area chapter 
or other localadvocacy groups formore 
information. 


WATCH, READ, LISTEN 


Anti-racist reading lists are everywhere. 
And they’ve expanded toinclude podcasts, 
TVshowsandfilmsas well. Some popular 
options include Ibram X. Kendi's book 
Howto Bean Anti-Racist, New York 
Timesjournalist Nikole Hannah-Jones’ 
multimedia project and podcast 1619 and 
Ava DuVernay’s Netflix documentary 13th. 

Why doreadingif you're committed 
to fight against racism? One reasonis 
that fighting against racism requires self- 
interrogation, and that willalways bean 
ongoing process. Author Ijeoma Oluo put 
it bestin aviral tweet: “The beauty of anti- 
racismis that you don'thave to pretend to 
be free of racism to bean anti-racist. Anti- 
racismis the commitment to fightracism 
wherever you findit, includingin yourself. 
Andit’s the only way forward.” 


Grace Z. Licovers arts, culture and 
food for SF Weekly. 


wi @gracezhali 








A five-block section of Bayview is the site of SF's latest cannabis dispensary ban. 


By Joe Kukura 


San Franciscojust quietly passed its second 


dispensary ban of the legal marijuana 
era. The first came when the Board of 
Supervisors banned dispensaries in 
Chinatown about two years ago. Now,a 
second ordinance blocking the legal sale 
of recreational bud has blossomedin the 
Bayviewneighborhood. 

Theseeds for the ban were sown last 
summer, after a proposaltoturnan 
empty Walgreens into oneofthebiggest 
cannabis retail shopsin town drewbacklash 
fromneighborhood NIMBYs. The board 
overwhelminglyapproved District 10 
Supervisor Shamann Walton's Bayview 
Industrial Triangle Cannabis Restricted Use 
Districtbyanoverwhelming10-1 vote. 

InanAprilmeetingheldoverZoom 
(occasionallyinterruptedbyabarking dog, as 
all BoardofSupervisorsmeetingsare these 
days), Sup. Walton described the patch ofhis 
districtaffectedbythebanas“lessthan five 
blocks, andaverysmallsliverofthe Bayview.’ 

Waltonalsoaddsthattheban “doesnot 
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prohibitany othermarijuanausessuchas 
manufacturing, distribution, or cultivation.” 
Thatmeansthatthe Bayview’smanyindoor 
cannabis growers can continue to operate their 
legalmarijuanagrowsinthatneighborhood. 

Sup. Waltondidnotrespondtoarequest 
toexplainhisrationaleforthedispensary 
ban. Buthislegislation claimsthat “Bayview 
neighborhoodcommunitymembershave 
expressedconcernovertheimpactsof 
cannabis-relateduses on theneighborhood 
anditsresidents, andthe disproportionate 
concentration of cannabis-relatedusesin their 
neighborhood.” 

However, San Francisco Planning 
Department datashowthat there currently 
isn'tasingle dispensary openandoperating 
withinin the Bayview. Onewasslatedtoopen 
this week, butthat has been delayedduetothe 
current civilunrestroilingSan Franciscoand 
therest of thecountry. Four other Bayview 
dispensary permit applicationsarecurrently 
under SF Office of Cannabis review, yetnoneof 
themislocated within the five-block range of 
this dispensaryban. 

Community opposition to cannabis 


Cal Meaet 


heated up in the Bayview last summer, 
when plans were submitted to turn the 
shuttered Walgreens at the Bayview 

Plaza shopping center intoa massive, 
9,500-square-foot marijuana shop. The 
Bayview Merchant Association organizeda 
grassroots campaign to fight an out-of-state 
dispensary chain from movingin. 

“There hasbeennocommunication 
whatsoeverfromthepropertyowners,” 
formermerchantassociation president Mel 
Washington complainedinaSan Francisco 
Bayvieweditoriallast July. “Thisisnotthebest 
placeforthisstore.” 

That Seattle-based chain called Havea 
Heart cavedintothepressure,andwithdrewits 
dispensary request for thelocationlastAugust. 
Havea Heartisapplyingat otherlocationsin 
thecity, but thoseapplicationsarecomplicated 
byacontroversialtakeoverattempt bythe 
marijuanamagazine High Times. 

Still, this Bayviewmicrohood certainly 
couldbenefit froman economicjolt. Nearlyone 
out of everyfourstorefronts therewas vacant 
even before COVID-19, and parkingspaces 
onthe Phelps Street part of thedistrictare 


occupiedalmostentirelybyrundownRVs. 

Probablythebest-knownattractionin these 
fiveblocksbetween Phelpsand Third Streets 
isSamJordan’s Place, onceSan Francisco's 
longest-runningAfricanAmerican-owned 
barandnowthenamesakeofitsstreet 
Sam Jordan's Way. But that bar closed last 
November, addinganotherunwantedvacancy 
totheblightedneighborhood. 

MayorLondon Breeddeclinedtosign 
Walton'sdispensaryban legislation. But 
shedidn’tvetoiteither,sothebanstill went 
intoeffect June1.Themayor’sofficedidnot 
respondtorequestsforcommenton this 
article, sowereachedouttotheonlysupervisor 
whovotedagainst theban. 

“Igenerallydon’tsupportblanket 
geographicprohibitions on thelocation 
ofcannabisuses, District8Sup. Sup. 

Rafael Mandelman tells SF Weekly. “Thad 
votedagainstaprioreffort to ban cannabis 
storefrontsfrom Chinatown forthesame 
reason. Therearealreadyanumber of existing 
limitationson thelocation of cannabis 
businesses, andthereisa Conditional Use 
process thataffordsneighborstheopportunity 
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In the Laurel Village shopping center 
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SENIOR (65+) ONLY SHOPPING TIMES 
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We will be temporarily modifying our hours to prepare our stores to better serve you. 


Our personal shopping service will not be available during this time. 


Thank you, 
The Cal-Mart Team 
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Bayview Ban Blocks Bud Boutiques 


tomakethecasethatanewcannabisbusiness 
won tworkwellataparticularlocation.” 

Walton'sdispensarybanisasmallpart 
ofalargerpiece ofneighborhoodrenewal 
legislation calledthe Bayview Industrial 
Triangle Redevelopment Plan, whichhopes 
torevivetheareabyattractinggrocery 
stores, theaters, andananticipated17,000 
newhousingunits. Buttheplanmakes 
littlemention ofhowtoachievetheselofty 
aspirations, andbanningessential businesses 
maynotbethebestwaytoattract outside 
economicdevelopment. 

However, thebanisnowlaw,andsupport 
forthelegislationamongthe Boardof 
Supervisors shows that City Hallis comfortable 
with marijuanaprohibition in individual 
neighborhoods—asign that cannabis 
dispensarybansmightstart sprouting upall 
overtown. 


Joe Kukura covers cannabis for 
SF Weekly. 


yp @ExcersingDrunk 
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BLACK LIVES 


We Just Want To Live 





As a Black man living in San Francisco, author Charles Lewis Ill has often been stopped or tailed by police for no good reason. 


By Charles Lewis Ill 


Tused to work for The Sharper Image at 
Ghirardelli Square. Myfirst day, Ishowed up 
30 minutes before opening. The cops were 
called. They were told “someone suspicious” 
was standing outside the store. That was 
2000. 

Inthe mid-2010s Iwas conspicuously 
followedas I walked toa friend's partyin 
Oakland. There hadbeen protests earlier, 
so the cops were out in force. As [hopped off 
BART and made my way from downtown 
toaresidential area, a helicopter keptits 
spotlight trained on me for three or four 
blocks. 

In the wake of the 2008 recession, the 
SF-based theatre group I worked with 
was featured onashowsupporting the 
burgeoning Occupy WallStreet movement. 
Tread Black Panther co-founder Huey 
Newton's 1970 speech reaching out to the 
Women’s Liband Gay Rights movements. 
Walking homein the rain withoutan 
umbrella, acopcarstalkedmeforabouta 
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block-and-a-half. The carjumped onto the 
curbtoblockmy path. The white cop, who 
never tookhis hand offhis holstered pistol, 
went on about local burglaries and how! 
“fit the description ofa suspect.” The arrival 
of ablack officer in a second squad car did 
not put meat ease. That was January 2012, 
three years after Oscar Grant was killedon 
a BART platformandonemonth before 
Trayvon Martin was killedona Florida 
sidewalk. 

Afterawhile, people wholooklikeme 
become so accustomed to getting the third 
degree from cops that we stop counting how 
many timesit happens. 

Iwas born in San Francisco—atthe 
Kaiser on Geary Boulevard.I grewup 
watching films at The Coronet, listened to 
Rick Chaseon KMEL, andremember The 
Embarcadero before the’89 quake. I’ve lived 
here my entire life. 

Tlovemy hometown andits status as 
a progressive outlier. But,as muchas San 
Franciscans like to think of themselves 
as forward-thinking, highly evolved, 
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multicultural humanitarianslivingina 
worldapart from the rest of the country, 
this cityis stillamicrocosm forthe United 
States: while she claims to support 
independent businesses, Mayor London 
Breed has maintained her predecessor's 
“Twitter Tax,’ which allows loopholes for 
corporate interests; all talk of embracing 
alocalidentity goes out the window when 
Halloween in The Castrois cancelled due to 
violence from out-of-towners; and though 
we pride ourselves as some “post-racial 
utopia,’ both The City andthecountry have 
yet to reconcile their racist history. Japanese 
citizens were hauled out of the Fillmore 
under the infamous Executive Order 9066 
and Pinoys were dragged out of Chinatown 
kicking and screaming, Even The Castro’s 
questionable history with PoCisastory 
untoitself. 

And through The City’s many changes, 
black San Franciscans have consistently 
made easy targets for their supposedly 
progressive white neighbors. Notall of 
thereactions areas extremeas pegging 
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the Zodiac Killerasan “unidentified black 
male;” most arejust indifference to PoC lives 
andinstitutions. Forinstance, every white 
hipsterin The City chippedin to save Le 
Video in 2014, but despiteits historic status 
as the oldest black-owned bookstorein the 
city, Marcus Books couldn't garner enough 
support from thecommunity to keepits 
doors open. Moving toatolerant city hasn't 
magically cured people of their biases, it’s 
just forced them to get more creative with 
howthey express them. 

In mycapacityas artist and art critic, I 
often deal witha lot of white artists whose 
take on raceis troublesome. Forall those 
who collaborate with artists of colorandlet 
them speak their own truth, there are plenty 
of edge-lords who think being provocative 
(ie. casually racist) is their artistic duty. 
Calling out these would-be visionaries leads 
towhitesplaining about howyou failed to 
interpret their artistic vision. 

These pretentious hypocrites are all 
talk, noaction. They’llshrugin discomfort 
at themention of SFPD murderinga 
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person of color, but they won't showany 
real support for the Frisco Five (whom 
personally reported onin 2016). They fail 
tounderstand— or simply turnablind 
eye to— how their myopicinterpretation 
of black life contributes to making black 
San Franciscans more ofa target foran 
historically antagonistic police force. 

Like the corporate behemoths 
gentrifying The City, white San Franciscans 
have the luxury of calling the policeinan 
emergency —as they havenoingrained fear 
of being mistaken asa threat or perpetrator. 
BlackSan Franciscans know that calling the 
cops couldbackfire. 

Andevenasthe SFPD attempts to make 
strides under Chief Bill Scott, the dangeris 
still present for black San Franciscans. In 
lieu of making corporate giants pay their 
fair share in taxes (leading to better social 
programs and non-lethal police training), 
white residents — both oldandnew— have 
taken to hiring private security firms to 
patrol their neighborhoods. Inevitably, 
this has led toincreased harassment ofan 
already-dwindling black SF population. As 
someone who feels safer in the Tenderloin 
than Nob Hill, the only thing! findmore 
dangerous thanacopisa private security 
guard, whose only dutyis to protect the 
interests of wealthy stakeholders and who 
has no accountability to the general public. 
Ineither case, I've been peggedasa criminal 
on sight. 

Ifwhite San Franciscans glean nothing 
else from my words, let it be this: no onelikes 
tobetoldthey aren't welcome. Notyou, not 
us. Youcan live up to the progressive ideals 
youclaim to support by actively working 
tosolve this problem — by patronizing 
black-owned businesses, supporting 
blackartwork, andasking yourselfifthe 
mere sight ofablackneighboris worth 
calling the police. People of colorarean 
endangered species in San Francisco, with 
blackresidents being the most rare. Living 
in the place where we've set down stakes 
for generations shouldn't be considereda 
threat or provocation. When youget down 
toit, what wewantisvery simple. 

Wewant tolive herein the city you were 
drawn to. 

Wewant tolive herein the city. 

Wewant tolive here. 

Wewant tolive. 

Isthatsomuch toask? 


Charles Lewis IITisa San Francisco-born 


journalist, theatre artist andarts critic. 


TheThinkingMansldiot.wordpress.com 
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Stay Jazzy, San Francisco 


By Avi Salem 


With theaters, clubs, and festivals 
across San Francisco — and around 
the world — on indefinite hiatus, the 
outlook for live music lovers may seem 
bleak. But as one lanky, bespectacled 
chaos theorist once said, “live finds a 
Way. 

In short order, musicians pivoted 
from the stage to the live stream. Now 
bands and solo acts regularly perform 
from the intimacy of their homes or 
rehearsal studios, beaming their tunes 
straight to viewers’ computer screens, 
and bringing new meaning to the term 
“house show.” 

Even jazz, a genre founded upon the 
principle of on-stage improvisation, 
lives on in cyberspace. San Francisco 
jazz clubs are still delivering live 
music — and boozy treats — at a social 
distance. And while Mayor London 
Breed recently announced that it’s too 
early to say when live music venues 
may reopen, it’s still possible to enjoy 
hard-bopping grooves and top-shelf 
libations, daddio. Here’s how: 


CLUB DELUXE 


The band plays on in the Haight. 
This already intimate venue is 
making their usual roster of weekly 
performances that much more 
personal by livestreaming the jams 
directly to your living room (or really, 
whichever room you like best at this 
point). Anumber of weekly virtual 
jazz, swing, and blues performances 
start every Friday afternoon at 4p.m. 
and extend through the evenings on 
both Facebook Live and Instagram 
Live. Club Deluxe’s weekend 
schedule is equally-jam packed, with 
performances slated throughout the 
early afternoon and evenings every 
Saturday and Sunday. Catch up with 
regulars like banjoist Mitch Polzak, 
who performs an amalgamation of 
Americana and rockabilly from the 
“Polzak Ponderosa” every Friday 
from 6-9 p.m., or fixa drink for Lavay 
Smith’s Swingin’ Cocktail Hour on 
Sundays at 6 p.m. These performances 
are completely free — but forward 
tips and money you'd normally spend 
ona martini to the club’s fundraiser 
for staff. Find the concert calendar at 
clubdeluxe.co/calendar 


BOOM BOOM ROOM 


This legendary Fillmore club hasn't 
let a lack of in-person patrons stop 
them from hosting Return of the 


Cypher, their longstanding weekly 
hip-hop party happening every Sunday 
from 8 p.m. onward. In addition to 

a slew of regular weekly shows that 
have all been shifted to Facebook 
Live, they’re also planning to host an 
SF Jazz Fest special that’s now gone 
virtual after the weeklong festival 
was cancelled earlier this spring. 
“Boogalooin’ at Jazzfest” will stream 
live on June 7, and is slated to feature 
New Orleans-based Dragon Smoke, 
afunk and R&B quartet. While the 
event is free for viewers at home, the 
Boom Boom Room suggests donating 
the cost of anormal ticket to their 
GoFundMe COVID-19 fund for staff. 


MR. TIPPLE'S RECORDING STUDIO 


This Civic Center venue isn’t 
actually a recording studio. Before 
the pandemic, the club — furnished 
with swanky velvet sofas and plenty of 
romantic mood lighting — wasa place 
where you could order a cocktail from 
an elegant bar and take in all the sounds 
and sights around you. No velvet sofa 
at home? No problem. Order a carafe 
of cocktails and some bar snacks to go 
Tuesdays through Sundays between 
4:30-8:30 p.m., close your eyes, anduse 
your imagination while tuning into their 
weekly livestreams. Mr. Tipple regulars, 
like the Dexter Williams Trio, Jordan 
Leitner Trio, and Charles Unger Trio 
perform on Wednesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays at 7 p.m. on the venue’s 
Facebook page. Their paired down 
to-go menu, available for delivery 
via Caviar, includes a handpicked 
selection of local beers and wines, bites 
like burgers, fries, anda “fancy chop 
salad,” and $20 craft cocktails for two. 
Choose from reinvented classics, like 
the herb gin and tonic or miso-maple 
old fashioned, or more adventurous 
libations, like the press box: mezcal, 
cappelletti, orgeat, lime, and sambal. 
And don't forget to leave a tip. 


SFJAZZ 


Despite having to cancel both their 
summer lineup of concerts as well 
as the entirety of the San Francisco 
Jazz Festin June, SFJAZZ is still 
going strong with virtual programs 
anda handful of other jazz-related 
reading and viewing materials to get 
you through the summer and beyond. 
“Fridays at Five” is anew, curated 
concert experience that connects 
subscribers to a series of pre-recorded 
SFJAZZ performances designed to 
take viewers “inside the music.” For $5 





Mitch Polzack 


Courtesy Club Deluxe 


a month, digital subscribers can tune 
in every Friday at 5 p.m. fora different 
concert experience — from the June 

5 “Blues Legacies and Black Film,” 
featuring the Marcus Shelby Quintet 
with readings from Angela Davis to 
the gypsy-swing, cabaret-esque Paris 
Combo’s performance on June 16. 


BIRD & BECKETT 


Part bookstore, part record shop, 
part community event space, Bird & 
Beckett is a small but mighty Glen 
Park institution with no intention to 
postpone any of its weekly in-store 
jazz performances for the foreseeable 
future. Music is still being performed 
in-house, albeit without the usual 
crowd, and is livestreamed through 
Bird & Beckett’s website (which also 
happens to bea treasure trove of 
archived jazz recordings, book talks, 
and children’s book readings). Checkin 
every Friday at 7 p.m. forintimate live 
performances from local musicians 
and vocalists. The bookstore’s jazz 
shows are only listed a week or so in 
advance, but can always be accessed on 
demand through the archive. 


Avi Salem covers music and culture 
for SF Weekly. 


Pod @ champagneavi 
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SAN FRANCISCO 


BREWING C9 


IS OPEN FOR 
TAKE OUT & 
DELIVERY! 


Fear not beer lovers, SFBCo. is now open for pick up and delivery 
orders!!! Place a curb side pick up order directly with 
us and receive a $10 gift card for each $50 spent. 


NEED OUR FOOD & BEER DELIVERED? 


We’re also available on DoorDash and GrubHub. 
THURSDAY-SUNDAY FROM 4:00PM-8:00PM 
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From their combative sense of rhythm and frequent instrumental freak-outs Deerhoof compromises with no one. 


By Mike Huguenor 


For the last 26 years, Deerhoof have 
sounded like the future. Since forming out 
of the ashes of San Francisco’s’90s grunge 
scene, the explosive indie rock band have 
made fans out of Radiohead, The Roots, 
and Shape of Water actor Michael Shannon 
—tonameafewhigh profile devotees. 
Inaddition to being the first musical act 
invited to playat CERN (where scientists 
are currently searching for the origins 

of existence), Deerhoof were described 

by contemporary literary phenomenon 
Augustin Fernandez Malloas“aweapon 
loaded with the future.” 

“Tn our case, what looked at the outset 
ofa budding career likea liability — our 
idiosyncrasies — has turned out to bea 
blessing,’ says the band’s drumming multi- 
instrumentalist, Greg Saurnier. 

Thoseidiosyncrasies are many. From 
their combative sense of rhythm and 
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frequent instrumental freak-outs, to their 
bright J-pop melodies and pawn shop 
electronics, Deerhoof’'s work compromises 
with exactly noone. Atypical songby the 
four-piece might sewtogether tattered 
pieces of schoolyard chant, classic soul, dub, 
noise and free-jazz, couple it withamelody 
you llremember forthe rest of yourlife, 
and then disappear within two-and-a-half 
minutes. 

Surprisingly, one of the most 
idiosyncratic things about Deerhoof’s 
15thalbum, Future Teenage Cave Artists 
(out last week via Joyful Noise), is how 
muchit soundslike the present. Inan 
eerie prediction of lifein quarantine, each 
member of the band recorded their parts 
individually at home, the songs emerging 
through a correspondence of emailed 
demosand mixes. Most of the album began 
with drums recorded through Saunier’s 
laptop microphone. 

“Ijust wanted to suggest some beats to 
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my bandmates,” he says, “sol playedabunch 
of drumsinto Photo Boothon mylaptop 
andemailedthem videos. They were going 
tobe demos. But then theyjust started 
recordingon top of them.” 

Once the other members began adding 
their own parts, songs began toemerge, 
then quickly stretch in unexpected 
directions. 

“Ttallstarted to acquire alife ofits own, 
even against our will,’ Saunier says, “like 
Frankenstein, ora Golem. It started to feel 
like we needed to do whatit was telling us 
todo, and that was tobe this fragmented, 
patchworky, remotely recorded thing.” 

Remarkably, despiteits socially- 
distanced recording sessions, Future 
Teenage Cave Artists still swaggers with the 
kind of stoned bravado that usually only 
comes with, you know, playing together. It’s 
hard toimagine the rubbery strut of “New 
Orphan Asylum for Spirited Deerchildren” 
(half Grateful Dead, half Toe-Jam & Earl 
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Shervin Lainez 


soundtrack) emerging from anything other 
than the time-honoredjam. But then you 
begin tonotice the harsh cuts, thesudden 
changes in feel and fidelity shifts. The 
Frankenstein-ness ofit all. 

“There’s whole levels of file-sharing and 
degradation,” Saunier says. “Somebody 
would senda guitar riff by email, andthen 
somebody else adds other instruments 
to that— onan MP3 —andthenwecan't 
gobackandremixit. Andat that point we 
couldn't replace the drums. There wasa 
magicin that drum performance andallof 
its flaws. And there was magicin the guitar 
performance, in all ofits flaws.” 

More often than not, Future Teenage 
Cave Artists’ patchwork qualitylends the 
recordakind of rawvitality. When the 
fluttering post-punk guitar of opener 
“Future Teenage Cave Artists” is suddenly 
CTRL-X’dand replaced withsun-drenched 
bossa nova, the song’s newrefrain of “but 
youstopped me’ casts the preceding three 


Deerhoot Continues Transgressive Tradition On New LP 


minutesinawholenewlight. For themost 
part, second track “Sympathy for the Baby 
Boo’ recalls the fizzled-circuitboard classic 
rock of breakout record Runners Four, 
wobbily rollicking and buzzing with Link 
Wray distortion— untilitis interrupted 
byan unidentified falsetto. “Now the caris 
broken down,’ it sings, asthesong ripples 
beneath. 

Saunier says a Deerhoof songisaliving 
thing. 

“Tt’s sort of born when our album comes 
out, and once that happens, all bets are off. 
Itbecomesaconversation,’ he says. 

At shows, the conversation is usually 
lively anduntethered. 

“We havea tendency to destroy songs on 
stage. They get really played with. The song 
itselfis really just aprovocation to go wild.” 

Asanalbum, Future Teenage Cave 
Artistsisa similar provocation. From the 
hieroglyphs onits cover depicting the 
collapse of today’s society (camera phones, 
tanks, and separate entrances for therich), 
toits boldly unorthodox recording method 
and opening lyrics (“Gonna beacouple 
vandals /andbe set free”), FTCAis explicitly 
wild, aboldreminder of the many streams, 
currents, andrivers which exist untouched 
bythe musical mainstream. 

“The definition of musicthatis handed 
down from the corporate profit-seeking 
musicindustryisso narrow, Saunier says. 
“We're not analternative toit. Everybodyis 
analternative toit.” 

While some early reviewers have cast 
Future Teenage Cave Artists as a work of 
post-apocalyptic fiction, maybeit’s reallyan 
example of art from our post-apocalyptic 
present. Sci-fiauthor William Gibsonis 
fondof saying that dystopiais already 
here —itjustisn’t evenly distributed. With 
an ongoing pandemicnowresponsible for 
more than 100,000 US deaths (more than 
30 times that of the Sept. 11 attacks), tens 
of millions out of work, anda president 
who declares anti-fascists to be terrorists, 
who's to say the apocalypse hasn't already 
happened? Afterall, history only becomes 
historyin hindsight. Up until then, itis now. 

Atleast we knowin the post-apocalypse 
there will still benew Deerhoof. 

“We're all catching up onalotof 
unfinished projects,” Saunier says. 

“Deerhoof andits members are going to be 
putting outa lot of musicthis year.” 


Mike Huguenor covers music for 
SF Weekly. 


yp @mikehugenor 
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Aesthetic appeal is paramount in the design of Summerland accessories. 


By Zack Ruskin 


It all started on Haight Street. 

Prior to forming his own line of 
ceramic stonerware, Liam Kaczmar 
was living in the areaandin need ofa 
replacement for a broken bong. Over 
the course of his subsequent stroll 
through the neighborhood, he recalls 
amounting sense of dismay after each 
new smoke shop he visited. 

“T could not find anything that was 
worthy, to me, of putting into my 
home and leaving out on the table,” 
Kaczmar tells SF Weekly by phone. 
“Bongs are the type of thing you hide, 
right? As someone who is obsessed 
with the aesthetics of things, I couldn’t 
believe there wasn’t a minimal, clean, 
simple Japanese-style bong.” 

Kaczmar’s solution? Make the 
bongs himself. 

His brand, Summerland, was 
originally a clothing company. But 
in 2011 Kaczmar shifted his focus to 
premium, hand-made ceramic bongs 
and pipes. Initially, he started with 
a pipe designed to resemble an apple 
(now soldas the “Fruit Fantasy” pipe). 
In 2015, the operation introduced its 
first bong. Sales have been climbing 
ever since. 
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Michael Spencer 


Made in California, these eye- 
catching creations eschew the 
colorful swirls and gaudy graphics so 
commonly found in kitschy smoke 
shops in favor of lovingly crafted 
ceramic that speaks for itself. There 
are no smirking skulls or stoned 
skunks staring back at you. That’s not 
the vibe. 

The brand’s offerings now include 
a bong in four finishes, two pipes, a 
trio of chillums, and assorted non- 
smokeware merchandise. Kaczmar 
designs his bongs by first creating a 
two-dimensional graphic. He then 
renders those into three-dimensional 
models which are ushered into the 
real-world courtesy of a3D printer. 
From there, a mold is made and the 
process continues from there. 

Despite Summerland’s proud 
status as alocal manufacturer, they 
haven’t been immune to the fallout 
from the COVID-19 pandemic. Supply 
shortages due to the shutdown of the 
domestic ceramics manufacturing 
industry have been notable, but 
Kaczmar says his business is doing just 
fine. 

“This time has actually helped our 
business,” he says, “in the sense that 
people are at home and considering the 
objects that they have aroundthema 


AX 
SF’s Summerland Makes Beautitul Bongs 


lot right now. They’re interacting with 
things on a more day-to-day level in 
their home.” 

Kaczmar believes that while 
cannabis consumers are stuck at 
home, potentially spending more 
time with their current bongs, they 
may find themselves looking to make 
an upgrade. There are considerations 
both practical and aesthetic at play. In 
favor of the former, ceramic is easier 
to clean than glass and offers hits 
of greater purity (meaning no gross 
chemical runoff) when compared with 
plastic counterparts. 

Kaczmar cares about these aspects 
as well as the look and form of the 
object itself. On behalf of this latter 
point, he also makes the argument 
that people should own items that 
reflect their own personal vibes. 

“Tm creating the kind of things that 
I want to have around me,’ he explains. 

As part of his soft spoken mission to 
rewire the way we think about bongs, 
Kaczmar further encourages cannabis 
consumers to stop relying ona “more 
is better” philosophy when it comes to 
burning bowls. Yes, as hardas it may be 
to believe, no one is actually required 
to take a bowl from green to ashin one 
fell swoop. 

“A lot of people see bongs as a relic 
from college, for getting as stoned as 
possible,” Kaczmar noted. “I’m always 
trying to convince people that you 
don’t have to take huge, milky rips. You 
can just take alittle bit andit’ll suit you 
just as well. Personally, [love to smoke 
only alittle bit of weed. I don’t like to 
blast as much as I did in my younger 
days.” 

While Kaczmar doesn’t feel that 
Summerland’s products specifically 
reflect the Outer Sunset environment 
in which they were conceived, he isn’t 
fully dismissive of the concept. For 
him, the idea comes back to putting 
himself in a position to flourish. 

“Tlive in the Sunset because that’s 
the type of place where I want to be,” 
he says. “It’s the kind of life that I want 
to manifest. Even before the whole 
lockdown thing, I was a homebody, 
so my life hasn't really changed that 
much. Out here on the Avenues, you 
have everything that you could really 
need within arm’s reach. We live in our 
own little small town, ina sense, so 
there’s no real desire to escape.” 


Zack Ruskin covers news, culture 
and music for SF Weekly. 


yw @zackruskin 


Take Out and Delivery 


5-10 PM Daily « 415 921-7600 


DoorDash - Grubhub « Postmates « Uber Eats 


The brazen Head 


3166 Buchanan @ Greenwich e Tel: (415) 921-7600 
www.brazenheadsf.com 


2x1 Arepas $15 
2x1 Punches 


Delivery Available: UberEat or Postmates 


3047 Mission @ Cesar Chavez * 415.374.5747 
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The First Amendment ls Sacrosanct 


‘The right of the people to peaceably assemble’ is a cornerstone of our democracy. 





Demonstrators gathered outside San Francisco City Hall on Saturday, May 31, to protest police brutality. 


By Christopher Dolan 
S&S Lourdes DeArmas 


For the past 9 days, in response to the death 
of George Floydat the hands of Minneapolis 
police, people across the US and throughout 
the worldhave taken tothe streets to 
demand racial justice andan end to police 
brutality and systematic racism against 
Black people. Some of the responses of our 
Federal, State, and Local governmentsin 
the past 72 hoursare raising red flags and 
callinginto question the police response to 
the protests and the curfews that have been 
imposed. 

The right to protest is fundamental 
to our democracy and sacrosanct. The 
Founding Fathers thought that the right 


was soimportant that they wrote it into 
the first 45 words of the Bill of Rights and 
labeledit the First Amendmenttothe USS. 
Constitution: 

Congress shall make no lawrespecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the government for aredress 
of grievances. 

Asthe Supreme Court observedin 
1958, “Itis beyond debate that freedom to 
engage in association for theadvancement 
of beliefs andideasis an inseparable aspect 
of the ‘liberty’ assured by the Due Process 
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment, 
which embraces freedom of speech.” 

Inan eerie coincidence of numerical 
proportions, the 45th Presidentis aiming 
tothwart, limit, or outright eviscerate the 
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fundamental right to protest and have 
grievances heard. On Monday, President 
Trump left the White House, walked 
across Lafayette Parkin Washington, D.C. 
and posedin front of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church while holding a Bible. The path 
tothis photo op was clearedbythe U.S. 
Park Police, Secret Service, Department of 
Homeland Security, and other agencies. The 
overwhelmingly peaceful protesters and 
members of the media then on the streets 
near the church were driven from thearea 
using aggressive and violent crowd control 
tactics, which included tear gas, rubber 
bullets, smoke canisters, pepper spray 
pellets, and brute force. 

The debate as to whether tear gas or 
smoke were really used on the protesters 
is hollow. Itwasacrowd of American 
citizens engagedin constitutionally 
protected protests against police violence. 





AJ Lovewins 


It doesn’t matter what was used to clear 
the demonstration, because the gathered 
crowd was simply exercising their rights to 
be heardas they spoke out against thevery 
sort of injustice that was suddenly used to 
disperse them. Imagine the heartbreaking 
absurdity of sanctioning police brutality ata 
protest against police brutality. 

The simple reality cannot be brushed 
aside by rhetoric or partisan sound-bites. 
Theclearand undeniable fact remains 
that law enforcement officers who harass 
peaceably assembled citizens are violating 
the First Amendment, no matter the tactic 
used. Itis unlawful and those rights must be 
protected. 

Even though the incident on Monday 
in Washington, D.C. occurredbefore the 
curfew set by the mayor, curfewsinand 
of themselves violate civilliberties. Public 
officials at every level of government are 


making arbitrary decisionsaboutwhen, 
where, andwhattimecitizensareallowedto 
havetheirvoicesheard. Justlikeitiswrongto 
forcefully disperse protesters before curfew, itis 
justaswrongtodispersethem after curfew. 
Understatelaw, citiesandcountiescan 
imposecurfewsduringastate ofemergency “to 
provide fortheprotection oflifeandproperty.” 
However, theremustbeactualorimminent 
violencebeyondthemeansofthegovernment 
toaddresstheissue. But curfewsareenforced 
invery arbitrary and discriminatory ways. 
Historically, curfews havebeenusedto 
suppress thevoicesofthe people. 
Evenifcurfewsarebeingenactedfora 
legitimatepurpose, thereisanadded danger 
forcontinued police misconduct. Thisisnotan 
irrational fear butastarkrealitythathasbeen 
broadcastnotonlyon thetelevisionnewsbut 
throughout socialmedia. The chillingscenes 
have played out dailysincetheimposition of 
curfewswherelawenforcementrush crowdsof 
peaceful protesterstheminutecurfewbegins 
—likeatickingtime-bomb thatexplodesas 
soonastheclockstrikes. Manyoftheviolent 
confrontations haveoccurredunderthe 
coverof curfewenforcement. Unfortunately, 
depending on theparticularagencyenforcing 
thecurfew,acrowdcouldencounterawarning 
togohome, aticket,massarrests, oreven 
rubberbullets. 
Thegovernmentandlawenforcement 
haveagoalofcurtailingtherioting, looting, 
and destruction of property. Butthose 
interestsmust beweighedagainstasweeping 
infringement ofafundamentalright. The 
useof force, suchasarrests, ortheuseof 
less-lethal weapons, shouldnotbeimposed 
against protestersunless strictly unavoidable. 
Otherwisetheintendedeffectwould 
constituteamuzzling of voicesand censorship. 
Wewillgladlyrepresentanyonewhose 
rights have beeninfringed. 


WeserveclientsacrosstheSan Francisco 
BayAreaandCaliforniafromour officesinSan 
Francisco, Oakland, andLosAngeles. Ourwork 
iscontingency-based. Thatmeanswecollectno 
feeunlessweobtainmoney foryour damages 
andinjuries. 


Christopher B. Dolanis owner 
ofthe Dolan Law Firm. Lourdes 
DeArmas is asenior triallawyer 
in our Los Angeles office. His 
column ts sponsored content 


888-452-4752 | dolanlawfirm.com 
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Dazed & Contused 


A blindfold is a great way to combat performance anxiety. 


By Dan Savage 


Here goes: I’ma32-year-old gay male and! 
have trouble staying out of my head during 
sex. | feellike there maybe manyissues. The 
onenon-issueis everything works fine on 
my own. When!’ msingle or “available,” lam 
OK. Let's be honest: ’maslutandI enjoy 

it. Butwhen Iinvestin someone, when I’m 
trying to have an actual relationship, the 
sex suffers. With apartner!careabout I 

feel nervous. I feelsmall both mentally and 
physically. AndI worry my dickis small. 
I'vemeasured and photographedit, so! 
know better, but somethingin meisalways 
asking... are you really enough? 

I'm currentlyin an open relationship 
witha guy I’ve known fora decade. He's 
amazing. Often I’m hard AF just sitting 
there relaxing with him. But the closer 
we get toactually having sex, the more 
nervous Ibecome. leven stop breathing 
consistently. It’s almost likeIfeelashamed 
towant someone somuch. Orsomething? 
It’s frustrating because! would love nothing 
more than to fuck like rabbits until we were 
both exhausted. [love him andI want tobe 
able to please him sexually! Ourintimacy, 


our conversation, our connection — 
everything elseis so strong, But I feellike 
my problem willkillany futureI might 
havewith him. He hasn'treally expresseda 
concern, but I worry. [have considered the 
idea of therapy, but theidea of talking to 
some stranger about my sex life face to face 
isjust daunting. Sowhat dol do? Myother 
thoughtis tojust blindfold him and say 
bottoms up. 

— DazedInLove 


Soyou don’t wanna talk witha therapist 
about your issues — which touchon more 
than just sex — but you re willing to talk 
tomeandall of myreaders about them. 
Trealizeit’sa little different, DIL, as you 
don't have tolook mein the eye whilewe 
discuss your dick. But there are therapists 
who specialize in helping people work 
through theirissues around sex and they're 
usually pretty goodat setting nervous new 
clients at ease. They have tobe. Sol would 
encourage you to havea fewsessions with 
asex-positive queer shrink. Talking about 
your dick witha stranger will be awkward at 
first, of course, butjust like eatingass, DIL, 
themore you doit, theless awkwardit gets 


Shutterstock 


—andafterafewsessions, your therapist 
won tbeastrangeranymore. (Tofinda 
sex-positive/poly-positive sex therapist, 
head over to the website of the American 
Association of Sexuality Educators, 
Counselors and Therapists: aasect.org,) 

Inthemeantime, DIL, goaheadand 
blindfold your boyfriend —ifhe's game, of 
course, and! can’timagine hewouldn’tbe. 
You seem to have an irrational fear of being 
seen. If your boyfriend were to geta good 
lookat you naked, DIL, especiallyifhe gota 
goodlookat your dick, you're convinced he 
would suddenly conclude—even though 
he’s known you fora decade andis obviously 
into you— that you’renot “enough” for 
him. So don'tlet him get a good look. 
Blindfold that boy. 

Don'tlieto him about why youwant to 
blindfold him — tell him you feela little 
insecure — but bringingin ablindfold 
makes working through your insecurities 
intoasexy game. Beingable to have sex 
without having to worry about him sizing 
up your cock will free you to enjoy sexand 
who knows? Aftera few hot sex sessions 
with your sensory-deprived boyfriend (or 
afew dozen hot sessions), your confidence 


may get the boost itneeds and you won t feel 
so insecure about your cock oranything else. 

Andevenif your dick was small — 
whichitisn't, DIL, andyou've got the 
measurements and photos to proveit 
—you could still have great sex with your 
boyfriend. Guys with dicks of all sizes, even 
guys without dicks, can have great sex. And 
if you're stillnervous after blindfolding the 
boyfriend and worried you llgo soft, DIL, 
you.can take the pressure off by enjoying 
sexacts and play that don't require you tobe 
hard. Youcan bottom for him, youcan blow 
him, youcanuse toys on hisass, youcan sit 
on his face while hejacks off, etc. There’sa 
lot youcan dowithout your dick. 

Zooming out, DIL, intimacy and hot sex 
are often negatively correlated —meaning, 
the moreintimatea relationship becomes, 
theless hot the sex gets. Anyone who's 
watched more than one American sitcom 
has hearda million jokes about this sad fact. 
People in sexually exclusive relationships 
whostill want hot sexto bea part of their 
lives have to workat solving this problem 
with their partners. Butifyou'rein an open 
relationship and can get sex elsewhere, 
well, then youcan have love andintimacy 
and pretty good sex with your partner and 
adventures and novelty and crazy hot sex 
with other people. 

Ideally, of course, apersoninan open 
relationship wants —anditis possible for 
a person inan open relationship to have 
—hot sex with their committed partner 
as wellas their other partners. Butsome 
people can't make it work, DIL. However 
hard theytry, some peoplecan't have 
uninhibited or unselfconscious sex witha 
long-term partner. The moreinvested they 
areinsomeone, the higher the stakes are, 
the longer they're together, etc., theless 
arousing sexis for them. Most of the people 
with this problem — people whoaren't 
capable of having great sex with along-long- 
long-term partner — arein monogamous 
relationships and, judging from the jokes 
on sitcoms, they’re utterly (but hilariously) 
miserable. You renotinamonogamous 
relationship, DIL, soifit turns out you're 
incapable of having great sexwitha 
committed partner —ifyoucan’t manage 
tointegrate those things — youdon't 
have to go without great sex. Youcan have 
intimacy at home and great sex elsewhere. 

Butit’s a double-edged sword, DIL, 
becauseif you can get hot sex elsewhere, 
you may not be motivated to do the work 
required —totalktothatshrink, to get that 
blindfold, to work through thoseissues — 
that would makeit possible for you to have 
great sex with your partner and others. 


[ve been with my boyfriend for three years. 


['ma27-year-oldwoman and this was my 
first “real” relationship. Before met my 
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boyfriend, I would have considered myself a 
steady dick-jumper. I went flitting from guy 
to guy. On paper, our relationship seemed 
great. Hetries tomake sure Ihave what 
Ineed, whetherit’sameal,aTVshow,a 
record to play. Heis stableandaffectionate; 
most ofall, hewanted to bewithme. But 
he’s boring. When I talkto him, I want to 
be somewhere, anywhere else. The more! 
triedto engage with him, the more obvious 
our lack of any deep connection seemed. 
Heis stoicandun-emotional whereas I cry 
during car commercials. I'm desperately 
seekingan emotional equal. Every dayI go 
backand forth between loving where we 
are and wanting to run the fuck away. Ihave 
atendencytodothelatter — with guys, 
friends, jobs —soI don’ tknowwhatI really 
want. But! feelso incredibly unfulfilled. 
Wehavealackluster sex life andI feel more 
like hisroommate the past year than his 
girlfriend. I want to beinspired by my 
partner. My questionis... actually, 'mnot 
really sure I havea question. 

— First Relationship Fizzle 


Since you didn 'taska question, FRE, I guess 
you don'trequire an answer. Sol'Ilmakean 
observation instead: you repeatedly refer 
to this relationship in the past tense. (“... 
this was my first ‘real’ relationship,” “...our 
relationship seemed great,’ “...themore 
Itried.”) So you obviously know what you 
need to do. Your soon-to-be-ex-boyfriend 
sounds likea good guy, FRE, andyoudon't 
want to hurt him, which makes dumping 
him harder. Butif he’s not the right guy for 
you, FRE you renot the right woman for 
him. Go back to flitting — and who knows? 
Maybe one day you jump onadick that's 
attached toa guy who inspires you. Or 
maybe you don't want one guy — forever 
orforlong.Somepeopleare happier flitting 
than settling. 


Joinme formy first-ever Savage Lovecast 
Livestream! June 4 at 7 p.m. PST. I’llanswer 
asmany of your questions asIcan, allfrom 
the comfort of your computer. Tickets areat 
savagelovecast.com/events. 


Dan Savage is a syndicated love 
and relationships columnist and 
host of The Savage Lovecast. Email 
him at mail@savagelove.net 
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